Psychological evaluation and support in the pediatric intensive care unit.
This article has discussed the role of the psychological consultant in the PICU. New advances in critical care treatment have created the need for a greater awareness of psychological issues that affect the medical management of children, and the emotional impact on their families. Psychological consultation can assist in clarifying and addressing these issues by identifying and evaluating the stressors impinging on the patient, and implementing or directing appropriate interventions. This intervention may also entail assistance to the family and care providers in coping with intense and emotionally sensitive issues.